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refutation 

O  F  T  H  E 


CHARGE,  tfc. 

J  k 


H  E  R  E  is  nothing  which  the  People 
of  England  are  more  juftly  tenaci¬ 
ous  of  than  their  Liberties.  Nor  is 
there  any  Crime  a  Man  can  com¬ 
mit,  which  raifes  the  Indignation 
of  the  Publick  fo  much,  and  makes  him  fo 
generally  obnoxious,  as  an  Attempt  to  fub- 
vert  the  Laws  and  Conftitution  in  the  Exertion 
of  Power  to  the  Opprefiion  of  any  Man. 
Thoufands  feel  and  refledt  how  foon  the  Cafe 
may  become  their  own  :  Hence  Refentment  is 
univerfally,  and  very  often  too  haftily  taken  up 
on  the  flighteft  Accufation.  of  this  Crime. 

Nor  do  Prejudices  always  yield  to  the  ftnlett 

B  Evi- 
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KeafonCe  FaV°Ur  of  the  Accufed.  For  this 
Me  "f  Sajj*  ^  is,  thai  fo  nln 
tion  have  bel  ^ 

fide  in  Time,  and  their  own  T  ^  “  C°n' 

than  endeavour  to  ftem  the  Tr  n  e^nt/y  radier 
deaH1°l,'b  !,owever ^^ent^nd0undeJiirved0^lInr 

lice  ah’ n?°ffibl'  “  ft°P  thc  Mouth  of  M  ! 
f  n  nd  1  Mentation  ;  which  hath  often  bin 

tue  tinder  0"™*  **  ^  ^  vi' 


,  v j r au  ver  Motives  Captain  Crookjhanks  might 
have  had  to  bring  a  Charge  againfl  Mr  KnZts 
above  ten  Years  after  the  Iffair  whkh  t  S 
lates  to  was  tranfa&ed,  vet  it  is  rerr,!n  \u* 
the  Admiral,  for  the  Reafons  above-mentioned 
would  have  palled  it  over  in  Silence,  with  £ 

ihitrc: 

as  far  as  Admiral  Knowles  is  concerned 
in  either,  from  the  following  Fadts. 

At  the  Time  when  Mr.  Knowles  was  gover- 
™  Louijburg,  and  Commander  in  chief  of 
his  Majefty’s  Ships  in  thofe  Seas,  he  received  a 
Letter  by  Lieutenant  Hughes  from  Captain  Ers- 
hne,  complaining  of  the  Conduit  of  Captain 
Croo  JhanLiy  fent  in  the  Montague  Ordinance  Ten- 
cer ;  a  Copy  of  which  is  annexed  N°  i.  and  as 
foon  as  he  had  an  Opportunity,  he  wrote  a  - 

Letter 


vociw@i 

_ 


mL- 
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Letter  N°  2.  to  Captain  Crookjhanks ,  then  at 
Newfoundland.  The  Commodore  had  already 
fent  for  the  Panther ,  Captain  Wickham  from 
thence,  and  the  Fowey  and  Alborough  from  Bo - 
Jlon ,  to  come  and  join  him  ;  but  he  wrote  for 
Captain  Wickham  again  after  the  Receipt  of  this 
Complaint.  Theie  Ships,  with  the  Canterbury 
and  Norwich ,  which  he  had  with  him  at  Louis - 
burgh ,  would  have  furnifhed  a  fufficient  Num¬ 
ber  of  Captains  to  have  compofed  a  Court-Mar¬ 
tial  for  the  Trial  of  Captain  Crookjhanks.  But 
none  of  thefe  Ships  arriving,  and  the  Com¬ 
modore  having  received  his  Majefty’s  Inftruc- 
tions  to  repair  to  Bojlon ,  which  will  be  found  in 
the  Appendix  N°  3  ;  and  having  alfo  received 
Orders  from  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty, 
(marked  N°  4.)  to  proceed  to  Jamaica,  and  take 
upon  him  the  Command  of  the  Squadron  thereon 
the  Death  of  Vice-Admiral  Davers ,  Mr.  Knowles 
had  no  Opportunity  of  trying  Captain  Crook - 
(hanks  at  Lonijburg ,  as  he  intended.  This  In¬ 
tention  is  verified  by  his  Letter  to  the  Admi¬ 
ralty  in  the  Appendix  N°  5  ;  in  which  he  tranf- 
mitted  a  Copy  of  Captain  Erjkine' s  Complaint 
againfl:  Captain  Crookjhanks ,  N°  6.  How  far 
the  Commodore  “  gave  his  Opinion  of  this  Franf- 
“  aftionf  will  appear  likewifefrom  that  Letter; 
and  if  he  really  had  wrote  to  the  Duke  of  Bed¬ 
ford  and  Lord  Anfon,  to  prepoffefs  them  againfl: 
Captain  Crookfoanks  as  he  advances,  there  has 
been  time  enough  in  ten  Years  for  the  Captain 
to  have  obtained  a  Proof  of  fuch  a  Faft.  It 
might  have  fhewn  a  Partiality  in  Mr.  Knowles 
•indeed,  if  it  was  true,  but  as  Captain  Crook - 
(hanks  was  not  to  be  tried  in  England,  nor  by 

B  2  the 


.  r  r  4  ] 

nS  i ominordore»  not  anY  PrepolTeffion  of  thofe 
noble  Perfons  nor  any  Prejudice  in  Mr. 

Iucwks  could  have  an  Effecft  upon  the  Court- 

Martial  who  tried  Captain  Crookjhanks  at 

tnaica .  J 


a.  r-  f1£  petai!  of  hls  Treatment,  fo  circum- 
annal  and  minute  in  other  Particulars,  Mr. 
}  ookjhanks  has  omitted  (and  very  prudently)  the 
Orders  or  the  Admiralty  for  his  being  tried  ; 
JI,  !c  c  deader  will  find  in  Appendix  N°  7. 
This  Order  would  have  Ihook  the  Credit  of  his 

fe.rfn’  finc,e  f;'om  thence  it  will  appear,  that 
not  Mr.  Knowles,  but  Lieutenant  Matthew  Moors 
was  his  Accufer  -,  and  the  Date  of  the  Order  be¬ 
ing  the  15th  of  Sept,  and  the  Commodore’s 
Letter  to  the  Admiralty,  but  the  3 1  ft  of  Aimitl, 
2t  was  impolfible  for  that  to  have  reached  them. 
I  r.e  woids  indeed  of  the  Order  confirm  the 
contrary :  But  the  fame  Conveyance  by  which 
Captain  Crookjhanks  fent  his  Letter  to  Mr.  Lem, 
mentioned  in  page  29.  of  his  Narrative,  might 
carry  Mr.  Moore's,  Complaint  againft  him  to  the 
Admiralty ;  and  moil  probably  did. 


On  the  1 7th  of  Sept,  the  Commodore  failed 
from  Louijhurg ,  and  arrived  at  Bojlon  the  2d  of 
OAcber  following,  where  he  was  obliged  to  ftay 
*n  the  Execution  of  his  IVliyefty’s  Orders,  till 
the  laft  Day  of  November,  when  he  failed  with 
the  Squadron  for  Barbadoes,  But  during  the 
T  ime  he  lay  at  this  Place,  it  muft  be  obierved, 
that  he  had  no  other  Ships  under  his  Command 
than  the  Canterbury ,  Captain  Erjkine ,  the  War- 
Vjick,  Captain  Lay  lor,  the  Fowey,  Captain  Innis , 

the 
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the  Aldborough ,  Captain  Darby ,  and  the  Lark 
commanded  by  Order,  during  the  SufpenJion  of 
Captain  Crookjhanks ,  by  Lieutenant  Hughes . 
Here  were  therefore  only  three  Captains  who 
could  properly  fit  upon  a  Court-Martial  for  the 
Trial  of  Captain  Crookjhanks  \  vide  Appendix, 

N°  8  . 

On  the  28th  of  December ,  the  Commodore 
arrived  with  his  Squadron  at  Barbadoes  •,  where 
having  ft  aid  two  or  three  Days  to  water,  he 
proceeded  to  join  Captain  Pocock ,  on  whom  the 
Command  of  the  Squadron  ftationed  at  the  Lee¬ 
ward  Iflands,  was  devolved  by  the  Death  of 
Commodore  Legg  :  Having  in  his  Way  thither 
difpatched  a  Letter  when  he  was  off  Antigua  to 
the  commanding  Officer  there  by  the  Aldborough , 
to  call  in  all  the  poll  Captains  for  the  Trial  of 
Captain  Crookjhanks .  See  Appendix,  N°  9. 

After  looking  into  Port-Royal  Harbour  and 
St.  Pierre's  in  Martinico ,  and  viewing  the  Situa¬ 
tion  of  the  Enemy’s  Ships  there,  the  Commo¬ 
dore  ran  down  a  few  Leagues  to  Leeward  to 
find  Mr.  Pocock ,  agreeable  to  the  Rendezvous 
he  had  left  behind  him  at  Barbadoes ,  and  on  the 
6th  of  January  joined  him.  In  his  Way  down 
he  fent  a  Sloop  before  him  with  a  Letter  to  Mr. 
Pocock ,  that  he  might  be  lure  of  joining  him, 
advifing  him  of  his  Intention  to  try  Captain 
Crookjhanks ,  N°  10.  Having  difcovered  that 
there  were  two  Men  of  War,  and  fome  Eajl - 
India  Ships,  fheltered  under  the  Cannon  of  the 
Forts  at  Martinico  the  Commodore  held  a 

Confultation 
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Confultation  with  Mr.  Pocock  and  fome  of  his 
Captains,  about  attacking  thefe  Ships,  as  well 
as  about  an  Attempt  upon  the  Ifland  of  Gra¬ 
nada.  But  upon  mature  Deliberation  thefe  De¬ 
fig115  were  laid  afide  as  too  hazardous  ;  as  both 
the  Squadrons  might  have  been  rendered  ufe-r 
lefs.  It  was  impoffible  therefore  that  Mr. 
Knowles  could  till  now  have  brought  Captain 
Crookfhanks  to  his  Trial,  had  his  attention  to  this 
Affair  been  awakened  never  fo  much  :  And  now 
it  appears,  that  he  was  inclined  to  do  it.  The 
two  fquadrons  did  not  meet  till  the  6th  of  Ja¬ 
nuary,  and  on  the  7th,  Captain  Crookfhanks  ac¬ 
knowledges  in  his  Narrative,  he  received  Notice 
ot  Trial  j  though  “  in  a  very  extraordinary  and 
cc  laconic  Epiftle,”  he  fays,  “  from  the  pro- 
“  tempore  Commander  of  the  Lark .  The 
Truth  of  the  Matter  is,  the  Commodore  hav¬ 
ing  fignified  his  Intention  to  Mr.  Pocock  to  or¬ 
der  a  Court  Martial  for  the  Trial  of  Captain 
Crookfhanks,  he  directed  Lieutenant  Hughes,  who 
commanded  the  Lark,  to  acquaint  him  with  it ; 
never  ordering,  nor  fufpedling  as  they  were  both 
together  on  board  one  Ship,  that  Lieutenant 
Hughes  would  write  a  Letter  to  him  about  it ; 
and  judging  fuch  a  MeUage  fent  by  a  Lieute¬ 
nant  and  protempore  Captain  of  the  Ship,  to 
be  no  Indignity  to  Captain  Crookffanks.  But 
this  is  not  the  only  Time  that  the  Ufage  com¬ 
plained  of  from  Lieutenant  Hughes ,  is  laid  to 
the  Charge  of  the  Commodore. 

On  L bur  flay  the  fame  7th  of  January,  a  fig- 
nal  was  made  for  the  Captains,  and  being  all 

affembled 
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aiTembled  on  Board,  Mr.  Knowles  fent  for  Cap* 
tain  Crookjhanks ,  and  defired  to  know  when  he 
fhould  be  ready  for  his  Prial  ;  and  on  the 
Captain  s  Reply,  propofed  Saturday  \  but  recol¬ 
lecting  that  Sunday  would  intervene,  fhould  the 
Court  laft  moie  than  a  Day,  he  faid  it  would 
be  belt  to  defer  it  till  Monday ,  to  which  Cap¬ 
tain  Crookjhanks  made  no  Objedtion.  On  Mon¬ 
day  the  Captains  Franckland ,  Broderick ,  Baylor , 
Cornwall ,  Swanton ,  Pallifer ,  Piggott ,  and 
being  afiembled  on  Board,  Mr.  Pocock  by  a 
Signal  from  him,  with  whom  the  Commodore 
at  that  Time  was,  they  reprefented  the  Incon¬ 
venience  that  would  attend  the  holding  the  Court- 
Mai  tial  at  Sea,  in  tranlporting  the  Evidences 
backwards  and  forwards  from  Ship  to  Ship,  and 
other  obftrudtions  which  might  arife  to  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  Service. 

The  Commodore  taking  this  into  Confidera- 
tion  was  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  more  con¬ 
venient  to  poftpone  the  Trial  till  he  got  into 
Port.  Accordingly  he  fent  for  Captain  Crook¬ 
jhanks,  and  acquainted  him  with  this  Refolu- 
tion  ;  and  as  Mr.  Pocock  intended  fending  the 
Mary  Galley  in  a  few  Days  to  England ,  the 
Commodore  wrote  a  Letter  to  the  Board  of  Ad¬ 
miralty  by  her,  in  which  he  informed  them  of 
his  having  fo  done.  See  Appendix,  N°  n. 

In  the  55th)  and  fome  of  the  following 
Pages  of  his  Narrative,  Captain  Crookjhanks 
complains  of  the  Remiffnefs  which  had  hap¬ 
pened  in  not  taking  the  Depofitions  ;  and  fays, 
“  That  the  Want  of  them  might  have  been 

“  prevented 
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“  prevented,  fince  they  might  have  been  taken 
“  on  his  Arrival  at  Louijburg ,  or  at  any  time 
“  during  ninety-three  Days  that  the  Canterbury , 
“  Warwick ,  and  Lark  were  in  Company,  from 
“  their  Arrival  at  Bofion  to  their  feparating 
“  from  Mr.  Pocock ,  and  to  which  there  was  no 
“  Impediment.”  If  Captain  Crookjhanh  had 
underftood  the  Nature  and  Ufage  or  a  Court- 
Martial,  or  if  he  had  not  intended  to  delude 
the  Reader,  we  lhould  have  heard  nothing-  of 
this  Complaint.  He  would  have  known  that 
the  Affidavits,  which  might  have  been  taken  at 
Louijburg  or  Bojlon,  would  have  been  ufelefs,  if 
the  Court-Martial  was  not  alfembled  at  thofe 
Places  •,  and  that  no  Depofition  can  be  legally 
read  in  Court,  without  the  Parties  are  perfo- 
nally  prefent  to  fwear  it :  For  it  is  vive  voce  Evi¬ 
dence  alone  which  can  acquit  or  condemn  the 
accufed  Perfon.  Befides,  if  Mr.  Pocock  had 
held  the  Court-Martial  with  the  Captains  of 
his  Squadron,  they  might  not  have  appointed 
Mr.  Kirk  for  the  Judge- Advocate;  and  then 
none  of  the  Depofitions  taken  by  him  would 
have  been  valid.  -  But  all  this  Captain  Crook- 
Jhanks  either  did  not  know,  or  was  not  willing 
that  his  Readers  ffiould  ;  as  it  totally  renders 
o-roundlefs  the  Complaints  which  are  fpread 
Through  feveral  Pages  againft  Mr.  Knowles. 

m 

When  the  Commodore  had  diftributed  to 
Mr.  Pocock  and  his  Squadron  what  Stores  he 
could  fpare,  he  left  them,  in  order  to  proceed 
to  Jamaica.  In  his  "W ay  he  flopped  at  St. 
Chrijiopher’s  to  water,  and  at  St.  Eujlacia  to 
gain  Intelligence.  He  is  very  ready  to  own. 
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and  it  will  appear  from  the  Relation  which  has 
now  been  given  of  the  Manner  in  which  he 
employed  his  Time  and  Attention  hitherto  for 
his  Majefty’s  Service,  that  the  Trial  of  Cap¬ 
tain  Crookjhanks  was  only  a  fecondary  Confide- 
ration  with  him.  Neverthelefs,  had  he  found 
Mr.  Pocock' s  Squadron  in  Port  at  Barbadoes ,  or 
had  he  known  his  Defign  of  going  to  an  anchor 
at  Mont  [err  at ,  immediately  upon  their  Sepa¬ 
ration,  he  is  full  as  ready  to  own  likewife,  that 
he  could  have  had  no  Excufe  for  not  bringing 
Captain  Crookjhanks  fooner  to  a  Trial. 

On  the  28th  of  January  the  Commodore  ar¬ 
rived  at  Port -Royal  in  Jamaica  ;  where  he  found 
a  Com  million  appointing  him  Rear-Admiral  of 
the  White,  together  with  many  Letters,  Or¬ 
ders,  and  Inftrudtions  from  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty,  relating  to  his  Conduit  in  that 
Command  :  And  although  he  had  the  State  and 
Condition  of  the  Ships  of  the  Squadron  he  had 
juft  joined  to  enquire  into,  and  many  other 
Particulars  relating  to  his  Majefty’s  Service,  as 
well  as  to  perufe  and  anfwer  his  public  Letters, 
the  Packet  being  to  fail  in  a  Day  or  two  :  And 
though  the  Captains  had  been  fitting  a  long 
time  already  on  Captain  Mitchell's  Trial,  which 
was  but  juft  finifhed  as  the  Admiral  came  to  an 
Anchor  *  yet,  on  the  fecond  Day  after  his  Ar¬ 
rival,  he  gave  orders  to  Captain  Dent  for  af- 
fembling  a  Court-Martial  on  Captain  Crock - 
J hanks ; — and  foooner  it  could  not  be  done. 

The  holding  the  Court  on  Board  the  Corn- 
zvally  and  not  on  Board  the  Canterbury ,  is  made 

C  another 


1 


K,U  /  Subj€^  of  Complaint  againft  Mr. 

Zia  i  by-  CaPtam  Crookfianks ;  who  was 
t.Kieby  deprived,  he  fays,  of  the  Right  of  con¬ 
fronting  his  Adverfary.  Drowning  Men,  the 
love.b  fays,  will  catch  at  a  Straw  to  fave 
themfelves  :  If  this  was  not  Captain  Crookjhanks'% 
Inducement  for  mentioning  this  flender  Circum- 
ftance,  he  mail  perfuade  himfelf,  to  be  fure,  that 
the  more  Articles  there  were  to  HU  up  the  Char°-e, 
the  more  heinous  it  would  appear ;  and  that  if 
a  great  deal  of  dirt  was  thrown,  fome  would 
certainly  ftick.  To  refute  this  Accufation  how¬ 
ever  among  the  reft— futile  as  it  is— the  Rea¬ 
der  muft  be  told,  that  if  the  Admiral  had  been 
o  complaifant  as  to  quit  his  Ship,  and  give  up 
his  Cabbin  to  hold  the  Court  in,  it  would  have 
„  a  Weaknefs  for  which  he  would  have  been 
ju  y  blameable  :  For,  as  the  Canterbury  was  only 
a  60  Gun  Ship,  her  Cabbin  was  too  fmall  for  the 
Purpofe,  and  muft  have  been  very  inconvenient 
by  crowding  the  Members  ;  whereas  the  Corn¬ 
wall  was  a  Ship  of  80  Guns,  and  had  a  fpacious' 
Cabbin.  Befides,  as  Captain  E rfkine  was  corn- 
fined  to  his  Bed  from  a  broken  Arm  the  Day  be¬ 
fore,  it  was  impoffible  for  him  to  appear  at  the 
Court-Martial,  whether  it  was  held  on  Board  one 
Ship  or  another:  However,  the  Choice  of  the  Ship 
was  in  the  Breaft  of  the  Prefident. 


About  io  o’Clock  the  Court  afiembled  on 
Board  the  Cornwall ,  and  was  compofed  of  the 
following  Members. 


[  II  ] 

%  *  *  * 

D  I  G  B  T  DEN T,  Efq;  President. 


Captains, 


iRentone , 
Holmes , 
Taylor, 
Chadwick. 


Graves, 
Andrews , 
Clarke . 


How  many  more  were  fummoned  does  not 
appear  ;  neither  is  it  in  the  leaft  material,  as  five 
Members  are  fufficient  to  conftitute  a  Court. 
Neverthelefs  to  fatisfy  the  Public,  to  whom  it  is 
infinuated  as  an  infamous  Piece  of  Craft  and  Par¬ 
tiality  in  Admiral  Knowles,  that  feme  other  Cap¬ 
tains  werefent  out  of  the  Way,  the  State  and 
Difpofition  of  the  Squadron,  and  a  Letter  from 
the  Board  of  Admiralty,  are  laid  before  them, 
whereby  they  may  judge  of  this  Allegation.  See 
Appendix,  N°  12,  13,  14. 

Had  not  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  fent  this 
Letter  to  Mr.  Knowles ,  it  is  to  be  prefumed  that 
his  Knowledge  of  his  Duty,  as  well  as  his  Zeal 
for  the  Good  of  his  Country,  would  have  prompt¬ 
ed  him  to  difpatch  the  Ships  of  his  Squadron  out 
to  Sea,  in  order  to  protect  the  Trade  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  Subjects,  and  annoy  the  Enemy,  as  ex- 
peditioufly  as  poflible.  Therefore  if  he  had  fent 
away  every  other  Ship  and  Veflel,  but  thofe  of 
the  five  Captains  neceffary  to  compofe  the 
Court-Martial,  he  had  done  no  more  than  his 
Duty  *,  and  for  which  he  would  have  been  com¬ 
mended,  not  blamed,  by  thofe  who  intrufted 
him  with  the  Command.  But  two  of  thofe  Cap* 
tains,  of  whofe  Abfence  Captain  Crookjhanks 

C  2  complains, 
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complains,  were  at  that  time  warm  Friends  to 

7l  ,  "nr  :  3nd  fureIy  if  he  had  had  any 
wicked  Defigns  to  pack  a  Court-Martial,  he 

would  not  have  Tent  thofe  Gentlemen  away,  and 
le  t  the  Court  to  confift  of  Members,  one  of 
whom  he  had  never  feen,  and  with  the  reft  had 
Jiti  e  or  no  Acquaintance,  except  the  Prefident 
and  Captain  T, aylor.  The  Truth  of  the  Matter 
was  that :  befides  being  the  fenior  Captains,  two 
of  thofe  Gentlemens  Ships  were  along  fide  the 
V\  hart,  one  abfent  at  Rattan ,  and  the  others  not 
ready  mr  the  Sea;  as  the  State  of  the  Squa¬ 
dron  before  referred  to  will  prove. 

Notwithftanding  every  thing  was  done  that 
could  be  done,  to  bring  on  the  Trial  of  Cap¬ 
tain  Crookjhanks , .  yet  if  his  Majefty’s  immediate 
Service  had  required  it,  and  thefe  Ships  had  al¬ 
io  been  ready,  the  Admiral  acknowled  ges  very 
frankly,  that  this  Trial  would  ftill  have  been 
only  a  lecondary  Confideration  with  him,  even 
ior  ninety-three  days  longer;  as  the  Captain 
enjoyed  the  Air,  and  Liberty  of  the  Shore  when 
he  defiieu  it,  and  had  never  been  a  Moment 
under  Confinement. 

As  to  the  Proceedings  of  the  Court-Martial., 
whether  regular  or  irregular,  the  Admiral  ap¬ 
prehends  it  does  not  lie  with  him,  either  to  vim 
dicate,  oi  condemn  them.  As  little  is  he  con¬ 
cerned  with  the  Behaviour  of  the  Judge- Advo~ 
cate  ;  who  in  that  Capacity  was  an  Inftrument  of 
the  Court  s,  and  as  fuch,  though  the  Admiral’s 
Secretary,  was  liable  to  be  difmiffedby  the  Court 
at  Pleafure.  If  his  Behaviour  therefore  was  fo 
irregular  and  unjuft  as  it  has  been  reprefented, 

the 
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the  Court-Martial  muft  either  have  been  fup- 
pofed  Tools  to  the  Admiral  to  permit  it,  or 
totally  ignorant  of  what  they  were  about ;  nei¬ 
ther  of  which  can  be  laid  to  their  Charge  : - - 

And  therefore  let  thofe  that  will  believe  it. 
But  if  Captain  Crook/hanks  had  intended  that  the 
Public  fhould  been  enabled  to  form  a  right  Judg¬ 
ment  of  hisCaufe,  he  ought  to  have  laid  the  whole 
Trial  before  them  ;  and  not  Particulars  felefted 
as  he  thought  would  beft  ferve  his  Purpofe.  For 
if  it  is  to  the  Tribunal  of  the  Public  that  we 
are  to  appeal  for  Redrefs,  we  are  religioufly 
bound  not  to  deceive  them;  but  to  give  a  plain 
Relation  of  all  the  Fa£ts,  without  Omiflion  or 
Dilguife,  from  whence  they  may  form  a  judg¬ 
ment. 

The  Day  after  the  Court-Martial  began  to 
fit,  Mr.  Knowles  went  up  to  Spanijh-P own  to 
pay  a  Vifit  to  Governor  Prelawney,  and  to  con¬ 
cert  Meafures  with  him  for  his  Majefty’s  Ser¬ 
vice  ;  as  will  appear  by  an  Extract  of  his  Let¬ 
ter  to  Mr.  Corbett ,  to  be  found  in  the  Appen¬ 
dix  N°  14.  The  fecond  Day  after  he  return¬ 
ed  again  to  Port-Royal ,  and  finding  the  Court- 
Martial  not  finifhed,  and  that  the  utmofi:  Dif- 
patch  was  neceflary  to  put  the  Fleet  in  a  Con¬ 
dition  to  execute  the  Enterprize  refolved  upon 
between  them,  he  fent  for  Mr.  Bent  to  en¬ 
quire  if  the  Trial  of  Captain  Crookfhanks  was 
near  finifhing.  Being  much  furprized  and  un- 
eafy  at  its  taking  up  fo  much  Time,  it  is  pro¬ 
bable  that  he  did  exprefs  his  Defire  to  Mr.  Denty 
as  the  Narrative  fets  forth,  “  that  Captain  Crook - 
“ /hanks  would  fhorten  his  Evidence;”  but 
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then  meaning  only,  as  every  body  mull  ima¬ 
gine,  with  Relation  to  Numbers  upon  one 
Fad.  For  it  is  impoffible  to  fuppofe,  that  any 
Prefident  ot  a  Court  of  Juftice  would  be  di¬ 
rected  by  an  Admiral,  or  even  by  his  Sove¬ 
reign,  to  fupprefs  Evidence  upon  a  Fad  which 
had  not  been  already  eftablifhed,  and  which  was 
abfolutely  necefiary  to  his  doing  that  Juftice 
which  his  Oath  required  of  him.  The  Law,  and 
the  Cuftom  of  the  Courts  at  IVeJlminJter ,  re¬ 
quire  but  the  Teftimony  of  two  or  three  Wit- 
neffes  to  one  Fa£t;  and  the  fame  Law  is  to  re¬ 
gulate  the  Proceedings  at  Courts-Martial.  For 
if  either  civil  or  military  Courts  are  to  fit  as 
long  as  the  accufed  Perfon  can  find  Evidence  to 
be  examined,  not  many  Caufes  could  be  tried 
in  a  Twelvemonth,  nor  could  the  whole  Time 
of  the  Judges,  if  they  were  to  fit  every  Day, 
and  all  Day  long,  be  fufficient  for  this  Pur- 
pofe :  For  an  Exemplification  of  fuch  a  Pro¬ 
ceeding  in  a  Court-Martial,  the  Reader  is  re¬ 
ferred  to  a  remarkable  Trial  of  two  Admi¬ 
rals. 

Amongft  the  Letters  and  Orders  which  Mr. 
Knowles  received  from  the  Board  of  Admiralty, 
when  he  arrived  with  his  Squadron  at  Jamaica , 
was  that  Order  for  trying  Captain  Crookjhanks , 
before  referred  to.  But  as  Lieutenant  Moore , 
the  Gentleman  mentioned  in  the  Order,  and 
who  muft  have  been  the  principal  Proiecutor 
for  the  Crown,  had  been  left  on  the  Antigua 
Station,  and  could  not  be  produced  to  fupport 
his  Accufation,  therefore  the  Court-Martial  pro¬ 
ceeded  upon  an  Order  iflued  by  Admiral  Knowles 
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and  having  (pent  the  four  firft  Days  in  examin¬ 
ing  Witneffes,  Captain  Crookjhanks  read  his  An- 
fwer  to  the  Charge  againft  him,  as  recited  in 
the  Narrative  •,  with  which  Mr.  Knowles  has  no 
Concern. 

But  perhaps  it  may  be  neceflfary  to  fay  fome- 
thing  to  that  Complaint,  which  Captain  Crook - 
Jhanks  has  made  of  the  Judge  Advocate’s  re- 
fufing,  by  the  Admiral’s  Orders,  to  give  the 
Captain  Copies  of  all  the  Affidavits  that  were 
taken  previous  to  his  Trial  ;  by  which  Means, 
he  fays,  “  he  was  totally  deprived  of  having  re- 
tc  courle  to  the  Depofitions,  and  confequently 
“  of  being  able  to  examine  them  as  he  ought, 
“  that  he  might  at  his  Trial  deted  and  endea^ 
“  vour  to  confute  whatever  might  be  errone- 
“  oufly  or  willfully  advanced  to  his  Prejudice.5* 
A  Man  muft  be  ignorant  indeed  of  the  Laws 
of  his  Country,  who  can  make  fuch  a  Com¬ 
plaint,  or  who  can  liften  to  it  to  the  Prejudice 
of  Mr.  Knowles .  Does  not  Captain  Crookjhanks , 
does  not  every  body  know,  that  fuch  a  Pro¬ 
ceeding  is  not  allowable  in  any  Court  of  Judi¬ 
cature  in  the  Kingdom  ?  And  God  be  thanked, 
that  it  is  not,  or  there  would  be  no  End  to  Per¬ 
jury.  It  were  to  have  been  wifhed  then  that 
Captain  Crookjhanks  had  been  a  little  more  “  en- 
“  lightened  in  the  Proceedings  of  civil  and  mi¬ 
litary  Courts  of  Juftice,  before  he  had  made 
this  improper  Requeft,  or  complained  of  th^ 
Admiral  for  refufing  it. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  was  precluded  from 
fitting  at  Courts-Martial,  when  Captain  Crook - 
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/hanks  was  tried;  and  by  the  Aft  of  Parliament, 
which  has  palled  fince,  for  regulating  the  Pro¬ 
ceedings  of  Courts-Martial,  the  taking  of  pre¬ 
paratory  Depofitions  are  forbid  ;  and  the  Wif- 
dom  of  the  Legillature  is  confpicuous  in  both 
thefe  Particulars  :  By  the  firft,  the  commanding 
Officer  is  prevented  from  packing  a  Court  to  hit 
own  Mind,  could  he  have  fuch  wicked  Inten¬ 
tions;  by  the  fecond,  the  Prifoner  is  prevented 
from  knowing  the  Evidence  before  it  is  depo- 
fed  in  open  Court.  However,  before  this  Aft 
was  in  Force,  it  may  pofitively  be  aliened  that 
Copies  of  the  Depofitions  never  were  granted 
to  the  accufed  Perfon  before  Trial,  unlefs  with 
a  wicked  Intention  ;  to  prevent  which,  this  Re¬ 
gulation  was  indubitably  eftablilhed. 

Drawing  up  a  String  of  Refolutions  or  Re- 
folves,  as  the  Captain  calls  them,  is  a  mo¬ 
dern  Praftice  in  Courts-Martial,  and  not  autho¬ 
rized  by  any  Law  whatever.  They  may  be  ufe- 
ful  for  the  Members,  as  Notes  or  Memoran¬ 
dums  ;  but  unlefs  every  Member  was  to  be  call¬ 
ed  before  a  Tribunal,  to  anfwer  why  they  palled 
fuch  a  Sentence,  and  to  fhew  upon  what  Proofs 
they  founded  their  Determinations  ;  thefe  Re¬ 
folutions  are  needlefs,  and  neither  neceflary  nor 
required  of  them.  Every  Jury-man  may  as  well 
be  called  upon  to  know  the  Reafon  he  had  for 
condemning  any  Man,  with  equal  Propriety. 

In  the  Proceedings  at  Courts-Martial,  the 
Refolutions  however  are  always  wrote  down  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  Sentence,  and  then  the  whole  is 
figned  by  the  Prefident*  and  each  refpeftive 
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Member,  according  to  Seniority;  fo  that  they 
cannot  afterwards  be  altered  without  Erafe- 
ment,  and  a  manifeft  Detection  of  the  Fraud. 
If  thefe  Things  were  not  done  in  Captain  Crook- 
Jhank‘%  Court-Martial,  it  may  be  natural  enough 
to  afk,  whofe  Fault  it  was;  but  the  Reader 
cannot  hefitate  in  anfwering,  not  Admiral 
Knowles’ s  ?  He  is  ready  to  give  all  the  Proofs 
1  the  Fa<5t  admits  of,  that  he  never  read  any 
Part  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Court-Martial, 
except  the  Sentence,  but  tranfmitted  the  whole 
to  the  Admiralty  a  few  Days  after  the  Trial, 
as  appears  by  his  Letter,  Append.  N°  14.  untill 
he  read  them  in  this  Pamphlet  publilhed  by 
Captain  Crookfljanks.  His  Attention  was  clofely 
employed  in  the  Difcharge  of  his  Duty,  to  get 
the  Squadron  ready  for  the  Services  he  was  go¬ 
ing  upon,  which  required  the  utmoft  Diligence 
and  Difpatch;  otherwife  Mr.  Knowles  could  have 
made  no  Scruple  of  granting  Copies  of  the  whole 
Trial  to  Captain  Crookjhanks ,  nor  indeed  to  any 
one  elfe  that  had  aiked  it. 

It  remains  yet  to  clear  up  fome  other  Points, 
which  though  deferred  to  the  laft,  yet  in  Re- 
Jpcd  of  Time  Ihould  have  come  firft.  It  hath 
already  been  taken  Notice  of,  that  Admiral 
Knowles  fent  an  Order  to  Captain  Crookjhanks ,  as 
foon  as  Captain  Erjkine’ s  Complaint  had  reached 
him,  to  come  and  join  him  from  Newfoundland. 
On  the  Captain’s  Arrival  at  Louifhurg ,  he  waited 
upon  Mr.  Knowles,  who  in  the  Prefence  of 
Lieutenant-Governor  Hopfon,  and  feveral  Sea 
and  Land  Officers,  received  him  in  the  moft 
civil  and  friendly  manner.  Indeed  there  never 
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IVad  been  any  Reaion  for  a  different  Behaviour 
towards  him,  fince  they  had  been  Ship-Mates 
together  on  Board  the  ‘Torbay  with  Sir  Charles 
Wager ,  in  the  Year  1727  ;  nor  had  Mr  .Knowles 
£ver  had  any  Difpute  or  Difagreement  with  him 
in  his  Life.  He  readily  gave  Captain  Crook - 
Jloanks  Leave  to  go  on  Shore  at  every  Place  the 
Snip  came  to,  and  never  confined  or  imprifoned 
him  one  Moment,  from  the  Day  of  his  being 
difpoffeffed  of  the  Command  of  the  Lark,  till 
the  Day  of  his  Trial.  This  Captain  Crook - 
Jloanks  often  acknowledged  to  feveral  Perfons, 
who  are  ready  to  atteft  it. 

In  regard  to  the  malicious  Reports  fpread  at 
Newfoundland  and  Bofion ,  of  which  Captain 
Crookjhanks  complains  loudly,  if  thefe  were  not 
fpread  by  any  Perfons  in  the  Fleet  under  the 
Command  of  Mr.  Knowles ,  nor  reprefen  ted  to 
him  by  Captain  Crookjhanks ,  it  was  not  in  Mr. 
Knowles' s  Power  to  fi lence  or  contradiX  them. 
It  is  true,  that  at  Louijburg  he  was  informed  of 
many  Difputes  and  Animofities  between  the 
Officers  and  Crews  of  the  Lark  and  Warwick , 
relating  to  the  Engagement  with  the  Gloriofo, 
and  that  quarrels  certainly  would  enfue,  if  he 
did  not  put  a  Stop  to  them.  Upon  this  he 
went  on  Board  each  of  thofe  Ships,  and  turning 
up  all  Hands,  he  told  them,  that  he  was  fatis- 
fied  Seamen  never  behaved  ill,  when  they  were 
properly  led  on  *,  and  that,  though  Captain  Crook- 
Jloanks  was  accufed,  yet  till  he  was  tried,  and 
the  Matter  determined  by  a  Court-Martial,  if 
any  Officer  or  private  Man  threw  any  Reflexi¬ 
ons,  or  entered  into  Quarrels  about  it,  he  would 

feverelv 


[  >9  ] 

feverely  punifh  them.  Nay,  he  commanded  the 
whole  Ships  Company  of  the  Lark ,  before  Cap¬ 
tain  Crookjhanks’s  Face,  to  pay  him  the.  fame 
Refpedt  as  ever  in  every  thing,  except  in  the 
Command  of  the  Ship.  If  Mr.  Knowles  had 
not  then  had  a  perfonal  Regard  for  Captain  . 
Crookjhanks,  the  Reader  will  eafily  imagine'  that 
he  would  fcarcely  have  given  himfelf  this 
Trouble,  which  no  Duty  of  his  Station  requir¬ 
ed  of  him.  Indeed  Mr.  Knowles  never  heard,  till 
lately,  thac  Captain  Crookjhanks  found  any  Fault 
with  hisTreatment  of  any  Sort,  before  his  Trial ; 
and  then  only  on  Account  of  his  refufing  to 
o-rant  a  Court-Martial  upon  Captain  Erjkine. , 
ao-ainft  whom  he  then  recriminated.  But  it  was 
Mr.  Knowles's  firm  Opinion  at  that  Time,  and 
it  is  his  Opinion  now,  that  it  would  have  been 
both  cruel  and  unjuft  to  have  tried  Captain  Er- 
Jkine  on  any  fuch  Accufation  •,  and  in  this  Opi¬ 
nion  he  is  fure  he  fhall  ever  remain. 

If  Captain  Crookjhanks  had  at  that  Time 
thought  Admiral  Knowles  his  Enemy  and  Op- 
preffor,  is  it  to  be  believed,  that,  after  the  Court- 
Martial,  he  would  have  come  to  the  Admiral  to 
afk  his  Opinion  of  the  Sentence  ?  This  Captain 
Crookjhanks  did,  as  he  well  knows  :  And  he  may 
alfo  remember  the  Admiral’s  Anfwer  was,  that 
had  all  the  Members  of  the  Court-Martial  been 
the  Captain’s  own  Brothers,  they  could  not  have 
pafied  a  milder  Sentence.  And  further,  can  it 
be  fuppofed  that  Captain  Crookjhanks  would,  im¬ 
mediately  upon  this,  defire - -as  he  owns  he 

did - to  go  a  Volunteer  in  the  Expedition 

with  Mr.  Knowles,  if  he  had  not  had,  in  his  own 
Mind,  reafon  to  hope  for  the  Admiral  s  Favour  ? 
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As  to  what  is  faid  in  the  Narrative  of  the 
ungenteel  Behaviour  of  Lieutenant  Hughes,  or 
of  his  treating  Captain  Crookjhanks  with  any  Ri¬ 
gour,  Mr.  Knowles  never  authorized,  and  never 
will  vindicate  fuch  a  Proceeding.  He  diiclaims 
it,  as  contrary  to  his  Orders  and  Intentions. 
Captain  Crookjhanks  having  never  made  any  Com¬ 
plaint  of  fuch  Ufage  to  him,  it  could  not  be  ex¬ 
pelled  that  the  Admiral  fhould  redrefs  what 
he  never  knew. 

The  feveral  weak  and  ridiculous  Anfwers,  pre¬ 
tended  to  be  given  by  Mr.  Knowles  to  the  Let¬ 
ters  and  Melfages  of  Captain  Crookjhanks ,  were 
they  true,  are  not  criminal  ;  and  fcarce  deferve 
Notice.  They  ferve  to  exaggerate  the  ill  Treat¬ 
ment  he  complains  of,  and  to  embellifh  his  Nar¬ 
rative  :  So  far  they  may  be  of  Ufe  to  him ,  but 
can  affedt  no  body  elfe.  Many  of  them,  indeed, 
carry  their  own  Refutation  along  with  them; 
fuch  as  the  Story  of  Mr.  Knowles’s  forefeeing 
that  Captain  Crookjhanks  fhould  want  Captain 
Chadwick’s  Clerk  to  write  for  him  at  his  Trial, 
and  preventing  it,  though  he  was  that  Day  gone 
to  SpaniJls-'Town  to  Mr.  ‘Trelawney ,  as  hath  already 
appeared. 

The  Charge  againfl  the  Admiralty,  by  Cap¬ 
tain  Crookjhanks ,  does  not  lie  with  Mr.  Knowles  ' 
to  anfwer :  Yet  he  cannot  clofe  this  Defence  of 
himfelf  without  obferving,  that  if  the  Reader 
will  compare  the  Extrafts  of  the  feveral  Letters 
annexed,  with  Mr.  Corbett’ s  Letter  to  Captain 
Crookjhanks ,  dated  Mar.  7,  1744.  Vid.  Appendix 
N°  1 7.  he  will  be  able  to  form  an  impartial  Judg¬ 
ment  0 i  their  Lordfhip’s  Equity,  in  their  An¬ 
fwer 
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fiver  to  his  Complaint.  This  Letter  evinces 
,  their  Lordfhip’s  Intentions  and  Defire  to  come 
at  Truth,  and  by  comparing  the  Refolutions  and 
the  Sentence  of  the  Court-Martial,  to  fee  if  any 
irregular  Proceedings  had  happened  in  theCourfe 
of  the  Trial.  The  fame  Difpofition  to  Truth 
and  Juftice  in  their  Lordffiips,  would  have  led 
them  to  difcover  from  Mr.  Knowles's  Letters, 
whether  the  Reafcns  he  gave  for  not  bringing 
Captain  Crookfhanks  to  his  Trial  fooner,  were  ju- 
ftifiable  or  not,  and  whether  there  had  been  any 
A6t  of  Gppreffion.  The  Reader  has  now  the 
fame  Opportunity.  But  it  may  not  be  impro¬ 
per  for  him  to  know,  that  during  the  Time 
which  Captain  Crookfhanks  has  been  applying  for 
Redrefs,  there  have  been  five  different  Boards  of 
Admiralty  *,  and  confequently,  the  Underftand- 
ing,  the  Juftice,  and  Honour  of  all  the  feveraJ 
Boards  to  which  he  applied,  are  equally  arraign¬ 
ed  in  this  Complaint. 

Whether  the  malicious  Infinuations  contained 
in  this  Pamphlet,  againft  the  Admiral,  the  Court- 
Martial,  the  Deputy  Judge  Advocate,  and  all  the 
Witneffes,  fhew  the  Innocence,  or  Refentment 
of  Captain  Crookjloanks  moft,  the  Reader  muft 
now  determine.  Confidering  how  much  Mr. 
Knowles  has  been  afperfed  and  mifreprefented  in  it, 
if  he  had  fhewn  fome  Afperity  in  his  Reply,  he 
could  not  furely  have  been  cenfured  for  it.  But 
this  he  chofe  to  avoid,  as  well  as  any  fevere  Re¬ 
marks  to  which  the  Captain’s  Narrative,  as  an 
Officer,  is  juftly  liable.  He  forgives  the  Overflow¬ 
ings  of  his  Difappointment  and  Vexation,  and  pi¬ 
ties  an  unhappy  Man,  who  has  brought  on  his 
Ruin  by  his  own  Mifcondufl. 
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APPENDIX. 

N°  i. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Erjkine  to  Com¬ 
modore  Knowles. 


SIR,  Warwick  at  Sea,  July  24,  1747. 

HAVING  this  Opportunity  I  beg  to 
acquaint  you  of  my  being  greatly  in- 
jured  in  my  Mails,  Yards,  and  Rigg¬ 
ing  by  an  Engagement  I  had  with  a  Spamjh 
Ship  of  great  Force  ;  fo  that  I  fear  I  Ihall  not 
be  able  to  make  the  Difpatch  I  wifh  for. 

I  fliall  only  prefume  to  fay  that  after  the  Lark 
began  the  Adlion,  fhe  quickly  palled  the  Ene¬ 
my,  and  never  more  returned.  The  Warwick 
ply’d  up  to  the  Enemy,  and  after  the  Difcharge 
of  two  Broadfides  on  different  Tacks,  we  came 
to  a  more  clofe  and  determined  Engagement, 
which  lafted  near  four  Hours,  until  the  War¬ 
wick,  by  her  Diftreffes,  was  rendered  incapable 
of  either  retreating  or  purfuing.  The  Enemy 
taking  this  Advantage  haul’d  to  the  Northward 
with  what  fail  he  could  poffibly  make  from  us,  • 
and  with  all  his  Malls  Handing. 

Thus  a  molt  valuable  Prize  made  her  Efcape 
by  the  unparelelled  Backwardnefs  of  the  Lark. 
Mr.  Hughes ,  if  you  require  it,  can  give  you  a 
more  circumftantial  Account.  In  the  mean 
time  I  Ihall  draw  up  a  regular  Complaint  againll 
Captain  Crockjhanks,  to  be  prefented  you  on  my 
Arrival  at  Louijburg.  I  am,  &c. 

ROBERT  ERSKINE. 

To  Charles  Knowles ,  Efq; 

N°  2 . 


« 
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N°  2. 

,,  1.  1 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Commodore  Knowles  to 

Captain  Crookjhanks . 

S  I  R,  Louijhurg ,  15,  1747* 

I  HAVE  received  your  Letter  of  the  21ft  of 
July,  inclofing  me  a  Copy  of  your  Orders 
from  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  :  And,  as  I 
have  a  Complaint  'againft  you,  from  Captain 
Erjkine ,  of  his  Majefty’s  Ship  Warwick ,  for  not 
aflifting  him  in  an  Engagement  with  a  Spanijh 
Man  of  War,  whereby  fhe  efcaped  ;  you  are, 
therefore,  immediately,  upon  Receipt  of  this, 
to  repair  here,  and  anfwer  the  fame  at  a  Court- 
Martial  *,  which  I  truly  wijh  you  may  be  able  to  do. 

I  am,  SI  R, 

Your  mod  humble  Servant, 

CHARLES  KNOWLES. 

To  Captain  Crookjhanks . 


N°  3. 

Extraft  of  a  Letter  from  his  Grace  the  Duke 
of  Newcajlle  to  Commodore  Knowles . 

Whitehall ,  May  30,  1747. 

- - It  is  his  Majefty’s  Pleafure 

that  Governor  Shirley  and  you  meet,  and  conli- 
der  what  Number  of  Americans  will  be  really 

wanted  for  the  Defence  of  Nova  Scotia,*— -And 

it 
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it  is  his  Majefty’s  Intention  that  al!  the  reft  of 
the  Americans  ftiould  be  difcharged,  except  fuch 
few  only  as  are  found  neceffary  for  the  before 
mentioned  Service. -  I  am,  &c. 

HOLLES  NEWCASTLE. 

*  i  j  ‘  #  r  t  ♦ 

Received  by  the  Warwick ,  Capt.  Erjkine. 


N°  4. 

Extra6l  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  Corbett 
to  Commodore  Knowles . 


S  I  R, 


Admiralty-Office ,  June  5,  1747. 

I  fend  you  herewith  their  Lord- 
(hip’s  Order  for  your  repairing  to  Jamaica ,  and 
taking  upon  you  the  Command  of  his  Majefty’s 
Ships  at  that  Place  at  the  End  of  the  Summer. 


I  am,  &c. 


THOMAS  CORBETT. 


Received  by  the  Warwick ,  Capt.  Erjkine . 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Commodore  Knowles 
to  Mr.  Secretary  Corbett . 

SIR,  Louijburg ,  Aug,  31,  1747. 

-————By  the  Warwick  which  arrived  here 
the  1 6th  Inftant,  1  received  your  Letter  of  the 
5th  of  June,  diredting  me  to  repair  to  Jamaica , 
&c. - 1  am  forry  to  tell  their  Lordfhips 


that  the  Warwick  joined  me  in  a  molt  lhattered 

dilabled 
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difabled  Condition,  occafioned  firft  by  a  fmart 
Engagement  fhe  had  with  a  large  Spanijh  Ship 
of  War,  and  next  by  a  Storm  of  Wind,  in 
which  line  loft  her  main  and  mizon  Maft.  Their 
Lordfhips  will  fee,  by  the  enclofed  Complaint 
from  Captain  Erjkin a,  that  if  he  had  been  aftifted 
by  Captain  Crookjhanks  of  the  Lark ,  they  muft 
have  taken  the  Enemy’s  Ship.  The  Lark  is 
not  yet  arrived,  when  fhe  does  their  Lordftiips 
may  depend  upon  the  Matter’s  being  ftriftly  exa¬ 
mined  into.  I  am,  &c. 

CHARLES  KNOWLES. 


N°  6. 

Copy  of  a  Complaint  againft  Captain  Crookjhanks , 
Commander  of  his  Majefty’s  Ship  Lark ,  by 
Captain  Erjkin e  of  the  Warwick,  delivered  to 
Charles  Knowles ,  Efq*,  Commander  in  Chief 
of  his  Majefty’s  Ships,  C?r.  at  Louijburg . 

HAT,  after  the  Chace  of  above  forty 
Hours  of  a  large  Ship,  which  proved  to 
be  any  Enemy,  (in  the  Latitude  of  40*  38,  and 
Longitude  from  the  Lizard  210  22  W\)  by  his 
Majefty’s  Ship  Lark ,  in  Company  with  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  Ship  Warwick ,  both  Ships  got  abreaft 
about  a  Mile  of  the  faid  Chace.  That  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  Ship  Lark  began  the  Attack  (but  not  in 
point-blank  Shot)  by  difcharge  of  her  Larboard 
Broadfide,  and  received  the  Enemy’s  Fire;  but  the 
Warwick ,  being  judged  at  an  improper  Diftance, 
did  not  Fire  in  patting;  but  after  the  Enemy  was 
to,  about  four  Points  abaft  the  War- 

E  mck’s 
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mck's  Be*™’  I?‘e  tacked,  and  in  ten  Minutes 
came  to  clofe  Engagement.  But  the  Lark  did 
n,0t  ^turn  to  the  Charge,  in  order  to  fupport 
the  Warwick  then  engaging  ;  which  (he  might, 
and  was  her  Duty  :  But,  on  the  contrary,  con- 
tinued  to  run  from  the  Enemy,  and  never  re¬ 
turned  to  the  Affiftance  of  the  Warwick ,  during 
any  Bart  other  Engagement,  which  lafted  from 
Eleven  o  Clock  at  Night  till  Three  in  the 
Morning  the  16th  Inftant,  at  which  Time  the 
Enemy  made  her  Efcape,  by  the  Diftrefs  of  the 
Ji  arwtck  in  her  Sails,  Rigging,  and  Malts,  and 
by  being  abandoned  by  the  Lark. 

RORERT  ERSKINE. 


By  the  Commiffioners  for  executing  the 
Office  of  Lord  High  Admiral  of  Great- 
Britain ,  Ireland ,  &c. 


WEIER  E  AS  Lord  V -.re  Beauclerk  has  laid 
before  us  a  Letter  he  has  received  from 
Mr.  Matthew  Moore ,  who  took  his  PalTage  to 
North- America  in  his  Majefty’s  Ship  Warwick , 
giving  an  Account  that,  on  the  14th  of  July  laft, 
the  laid  Ship  and  the  Lark  being  near  the 
weftern  Iflands,  fell  in  with  a  Spanijh  Ship  of 
War  ol  70  Guns,  with  which  the  Warwick 
came  to  an  Engagement,  but  the  Lark ,  after 
firing  one  Broadlide  within  random  Shot,  ran 
away,  and  was  not  feen  again  till  next  Morning, 
when  fire  did  not  purfue  the  Enemy.  And 
whereas  we  think  proper  that  the  Affair  ffiould 
be  ftriiffly  examined  into,  we  fend  you  herewith 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Moore’s  Letter  aforementioned,  and  require 
and  direft  you  to  caufe  the  Affair  to  be  ftridtly 
enquired  into  at  a  Court-Martial,  or  in  fuch 
Manner  as  you  fhall  find  requifite,  and  to  tranf- 
mit  to  us  a  particular  and  impartial  Account 
how  you  find  the  fame  to  be  :  For  which  this 
fhall  be  your  Warrant. 

Given  under  our  Hands  15th  Sept.  1747. 

VERE  BEAUCLERK. 

ANSON. 

W.  ELLIS. 


To  Charles  Knowles ,  Efq; 
Kear-Admiral  of  the 
White  Squadron  of  his 
Maj  city’s  Fleet  at  Ja¬ 


maica, 


By  Command  of  their  Lordfhips. 

J.  CLEVELAND. 


N°  8. 


Extra£t  of  a  Letter  from  Commodore  Knowles 
to  Mr.  Secretary  Corbett, 

Bofton ,  Nov,  28,  1747. 
On  Captain  Hore’s  quitting,  I  re¬ 


moved  Captain  Erjkine  out  of  the  Warwick  into 
the  Canterbury ,  and  have  now  moved  Captain 
\ Taylor  out  of  the  Fowey  into  the  Warwick ,  and 
Captain  Innis  of  the  Aldborough  into  the  Fowey , 
agreeable  to  their  Seniorities  and  Inclinations, 
and  given  the  Command  of  the  Aldborough  to 
Lieutenant  Darby ,  my  firft  Lieutenant,  which 
I  hope  their  Lordfhips  will  approve.- 


[a 
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Captain  Robertfon  of  the  Hind  Sloop  having 
had  his  Trial,  herewith  1  fend  you  his  Sentence! 
Captain  Crookjhanks  muft  wait  for  his  till  our 
Arrival  at  the  Leeward  Iflands,  as  there  are  not 
Captains  enough  here  to  try  him,  which  as  foon 
as  over  lhall  tranfmit  you  likewile.  I  am,  &c. 

C.  KNOWLES. 


N°  9. 

Copy  of  a  Lettei  fiom  Commodore  Knowles,  to 
the  commanding  Officer  at  Antigua,  or  the 
fenior  Officer  there. 

Canterbury  at  Sea,  Lat.  1 8°  00. 
^  ^  Dec.  24th,  1747. 

CAptain  Crookjhanks  of  his  Majefty’s  Ship  the 
Lark,  being  under  a  Sufpenfion  for  not  af- 
fiiling  Captain  Erjkine  in  the  Warwick ,  in  an 
Engagement  he  had  with  a  Spanijb  Man  of  War, 
which  he  met  with  in  his  Tallage  from  England , 
and  I  intending  to  have  him  tried  at  Antigua , 
and  you  to  prefide  at  the  Court-Martial :  I  defire 
you  would  therefore  forthwith  call  in  all  your 
Cruifers,  commanded  by  Poll;  Captains,  to  com- 
pofe  the  faid  Court-Martial,  and  remain  with 
them  in  Lnglijh  Harbour  till  my  Arrival. 

I  am,  &V. 


By  the  Aldborough. 


C.  KNOWLES. 


N°  ro. 
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N°  io. 

\ 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Commodore  Knowles 
to  Mr.  Pocock ,  commanding  a  Squadron  of 
his  Majefty’s  Ships  to  Leeward  of  Martinico. 

Canterbury ,  off  Martinique ,  3,  1747-8. 

S  I  R, 

I  Wrote  a  Letter  by  the  Aldborough  to  the  com¬ 
manding  Officer  of  the  Squadron  at  Antigua , 
to  call  them  into  Port  on  Account  of  Captain 
Crookjhanks' s  Trial ;  fince  which  I  have  under- 
ftood  the  Service  you  are  upon,  which  as  I  would 
not  interrupt,  I  am  coming  down  to  join  you. 
I  fend  Captain  Pindall  with  this  to  flop  you, 
left  you  ffiould  be  upon  returning  into  Port  agree¬ 
able  to  my  former  Letter. 

I  propofe  looking  into  Port-Royal  To-morrow, 
and  ranging  down  by  St.  Pierre's ,  after  which, 
io  long  as  Day-light  continues,  I  ffiall  ftretch 
to  the  Northward,  in  order  to  make  them  be¬ 
lieve  I  am  going  to  Antigua  ;  but  in  the  Night 
I  ffiall  run  off  8  or  10  Leagues  to  look  for  you. 
I  therefore  defire  you  will  continue  burning  a 
falfe  Fire  every  half  Hour,  that  I  may  not  mifs 
of  you. 

C.  KNOWLES. 


"■■Mi*' 


N°  11- 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Commodore  Knowles 
to  Mr.  Secretary  Cleveland . 

Canterbury ,  old  Road,  St.  Kits,  Jan .  18,  1747-8. 

S  I  R, 

■I  acquainted  their  Lordfhips  fome 
Time  ago,  of  my  intending  to  have  Captain 
Crookjhanks  tried  as  foon  as  I  joined  the  Squadron 
here  :  But  upon  confidering  the  holding  it  at  Sea 
muft  be  attended  with  great  Inconveniency,  in 
the  prefent  cruizing  Station,  I  fufpended  that  Re- 
folution,  and  have  deferred  his  Trial  till  I  arrive 
at  Jamaica ,  which  I  hope  their  Lordfhips  will 
not  difapprove.  I  am, 

C.  KNOWLES. 


N°  12. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Knowles 
to  Mr.  Secretary  Cleveland . 

Canterbury  in  Port-Royal  Harbour, 
Jamaica ,  Jan.  30,  1747-8. 

SIR, 

THIS  accompanies  a  Duplicate  of  my  laft, 
to  which  I  refer  you,  and  defire  you’ll 
pleafe  to  acquaint  their  Lordfhips  that  I  arrived 
here  the  28th  Inftant,  with  his  Majefty’s  Ships 
Canterbury ,  Warwick,  and  Lark  \  the  Fowey  and 

Aldborough  I  fent  to  Cape  Franfois  - 

Agreeable  to  your  Diredlions,  on  my  Arrival 
here,  I  opened  their  Lordfhip’s  Racket  of  the 

6th 
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6th  of  June ,  which  was  brought  me  by  the 
Warwick  to  Louijburg ,  and  lhall  punctually  put 
in  Execution  the  feveral  Orders  contained  there¬ 
in,  as  fpeedily  as  poffible. — That  which  related 
to  the  Trial  of  Captain  Mitchell ,  Captain  Dent 
was  complying  with,  for  the  Sentence  was  paf- 
fing  juft  as  I  came  to  an  Anchor,  and  herewith 
I  fend  it  you.  Captain  Crookjhanks’ s  Trial  I  have 
ordered  for  Monday  next.— ——I  found  all  the 
Ships  upon  the  Station  in  Port,  both  great  and 
fmall,  *  which  I  am  difpatching  out  as  fall  as 

poffible' - They  are  mod  of  them  in  a  difabled, 

fliattered  Condition  •,  the  Lenox  without  any 
Mails,  the  Enter prize  in  the  fame  Condition,  the 
Worcester  juft  got  in  new  Malls,  and  along  Side 
the  Wharf,  the  Plymouth  leaky,  and  her  Stern- 
Poll  rotten,  the  Cornwall  complaining  much,  the 
Elizabeth  juft  cleaned,  but  wanting  a  Main-Yard, 
the  Drake  along  Side  the  Wharf,  her  Bottom 
very  bad,  the  Merlon  has  feveral  of  her  Top- 
Timbers  broke,  and  complaining  much,  the 
Strafford  fit  for  the  Sea,  but  eleven  Months  foul, 
the  Rye  in  the  fame  Condition,  the  Experiment 
a  fitting,  having  juft  got  in  a  fet  of  new  Malls, 
the  Vulture  heaving  down,  and  the  Weazle  juft 
cleaned  and  fit  for  Sea  •,  but  all  badly  manned, 
and  Ihort  of  Compliment,  as  their  Lordlhips 
will  fee  by  the  inclofed  State  of  the  Squadron.— 

By  the  Faidkener  Packet. 

C.  KNOWLES. 

*  The  Milford  was  at  Rattan. 


i  j. 


N°  13. 

Extrad:  of  a  Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Knotoles, 
to  Mr.  Secretary  Cleveland .  * 

Canterbury ,  Jamaica  Feb.  2,  1747-8, 

—Since  my  laft  I  have  leen  Governor 
Frelawney ,  and  upon  difcourfing  together,  find 
him  much  of  the  fame  Sentiments  with  my- 
fejf,  in  Regard  to  the  Damage  we  may  do  the 
Enemy  in  thefe  Parts,  &c. 

C.  KNOWLES. 


Extrad  of  a  Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Knowles , 
to  Mr.  Secretary  Cleveland . 


Canterbury ,  Fort -Royal  Harbour,  Jamaica , 

12,  1747-8. 

SIR, 

THIS  accompanies  a  Duplicate  of  my  laft, 
fince  which  Captain  Crookjhanks  has  been 

tried,  and  herewith  I  fend  you  his  Sentence - - 

1  have  now  the  Plealure  to  tell  their  Lordfhips, 
that  I  have  got  all  the  Squadron  ready  for  the 
Sea,  but  the  Enterprize  and  Drake  Sioop ;  the 
Rye  I  fent  between  the  Serramllas  and  Pedro 
Shoals ,  after  a  French  Miffifippi  Ship  I  had  Infor¬ 
mation  of- - the  Weazle  went  to  fee  the  Pac¬ 

ket  lafe  as  far  as  Crooked-Ifland,  and  convoyed 

five 


[33l  ' 

five  or  fix  Merchant  Ships,  after  which  ffie  is 
to  cruize  oft  St.  Jago,  and  on  the  North  Side 
this  I  (land  :  The  Vulture  and  Vainqueur  are  now 
cruizing  there  juft  cleaned,  the  Biddeford ,  Fo- 
wey,  and  Aldborough,  are  gone  off  Cape  Franpis , 
and’  the  Merlin  is  gone  up  to  Windward  of  the 
I  (land  in  the  Trad  of  the  Trade,  bound  down 

here. 

I  fhall  fail  myfelf  To-morrow  with  the  Canter¬ 
bury,  Cornwall,  Elizabeth ,  Lenox,  Plymouth ,  Straf¬ 
ford,  IVorcefer,  and  Warwick,  &c. 

C.  KNOWLES, 


N°  15. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  Corbett , 
to  Rear-Admiral  Knowles ,  Dated  Pec.  225 

1747- 

SIR, 

. -  Their  Lordfhips  are  extremely  in- 

cenfed  to  receive  fuch  a  ftrange  Account  from 
a  commanding  Officer  of  his  Conduit,  mifap- 
plying  the  Time  of  fo  confiderable  a  Squadron 
of  Ships  in  Port  to  wait  on  the  Sicknefs  of  a 
mean  Inftrument  •,  and  ufing  fuch  trifling  Me¬ 
thods  to  defer  the  holding  the  Court-Martial, 
that  if  he  goes  on  with  raifing  Difficulties  of 
that  kind,  the  Court-Martial  may  never  come 
to  an  End,  and  in  the  mean  Time,  none  of  the 
Poft  Ships  are  to  be  fuffered  to  go  to  Sea. 

F 
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Gortdnl?U/  Te!l  a$  f3tal  C,°nreCIUenCes  of  fuch 

Lorc  S,  arC  f°  °bV10US  anu  gkrin&  that  their 
Lordlhips  are  impatient  to  hear  of  your  Arrival 

at  Jamaica,  to  take  upon  you  the  Command  of 

he  Squadron,  and  put  an  End  to  fuch  ridicu- 
lour  Proceedings. 

„  J  KCir  ^oo^f'Ps  j n deed  have,  for  fome  Time 
pad,  been  fo  little  fatisfied  with  the  Proceedings  of 
thole  who  have  commanded  at  Jamaica ,  as  to 
occafion  their  fending  their  Orders  to  you  fome 
months  ago  to  go  there,  not  doubting  - _ 

1  !  •  ",  „  ■  Pur^ue  proper  Meafures,  and  em- 

ploy^his  Majefty  s  Ships  effectually  for  his  Ma- 

jejty  s  Service,  and  the  Protection  of  the  Trade 
tsrc.  y 

THO.  CORBETT. 


N°  1 6. 

ExtraCt  of  a  Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Knowles 
to  Mr.  Secretary  Cleveland. 

Oated  Cornwall,  in  Port-Royal  Plarbour, 

Jamaica ,  May  8,  1748. 

S  I  R, 

_  - - -I  have  been  much  importuned 

by  Captain  Crookjhanks  to  bring  Captain  Erjkine 
to  a  I  rial,  but  as  I  cannot  think  there  is  Sub¬ 
ject-matter  in  his  Complaint  for  holding  a 
Court-Martial,  and  it  appears  to  me  to  be  only 
recriminating  5  I  have  declined  doing  it,  and  re* 

ferred 
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ferred  him  to  their  Lordfhips.  Copies  of  all  his 
Letters  I  here  ericlofe  you.— 

Sent  by  the  Plymouth . 

CHARLES  KNOWLES. 


N°  17. 

Mr.  Corbett's  Letter  to  Captain  Crookjhanks . 

Admiralty -Office ,  March  7,  1748-9. 

SIR,  1 

I  HAVE  read  your  Letter  of  the  31ft  of  Ja¬ 
nuary  ,  to  the  Lords  Commiffioners  of  the 
Admiralty,  at  a  full  Board ,  exclaiming  againft 
the  unjuft  and  wicked  Proceedings  of  the  Court- 
Martial,  that  was  held  upon  you  at  Jamaica ,  to 
enquire  into  your  Conduft,  in  the  Engagement 
with  the  Glcricfoi  a  Spanifo  Ship  of  War,  by 
which  you  have  received  unparalleled  Injuries 
and  Wrongs  *,  and  repeating  your  Requeft  to 
have  Captain  JLrJkine  tried  ;  and  alfo  to  have  an 
Opportunity  to  difculpate  yourfelf,  either  before 
the  fame,  or  any  other  Court-Martial :  And  their 
Lordfhips  having  confidered  the  fame,  as  alfo 
the  Minutes  of  the  Court-Martial  which  was  held 
upon  you,  and  the  Sentence  thereof,  they  com¬ 
mand  me  to  acquaint  you,  that  they  can  fee  no 
Inconfiftency  between  their  Refolutions  and  their 
Sentence;  nor  can  difcover  any  Abfurdity  or 
illegal  Management,  upon  the  Face  of  their 
Proceedings ;  and  therefore,  your  Requeft,  for 
a  fecond  Trial,  is  without  Precedent,  or  Reafon  : 

And 
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And  as  your  inlifting  on  the  Trial  of  Captain 
Erjkine,  and  'wondering  that  he  did  not  follicit  one 
for  himfelf,  their  Lordlhips  think  it  would  have 
been  an  unneceffary  Forwardnefs  in  him  to  have 
done  fo  at  Jamaica  ;  and  their  Lordlhips  do  not 
find ,  that  you  applied  to  Rear-Admiral  Knowles , 
to  try  Captain  Erjkine^  till  fo  me  Days  after  your 
own  Trial  was  over. 

I  am,  &c. 

.  -  •  •  Signed, 

THOMAS  CORBETT. 

To  Crookjhanks ,  Efq; 
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